
Little Tew Parish Meeting 

 

Minutes of the AGM held on Monday, 24th May, 2021 

 

21/01  Welcome & Apologies 

             The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed those present. 

             In attendance: 

             Clive Nightingale (Chair), Chris Hollander (Parish Clerk), Viv Bennett, Mike Bennett,   

             Eileen White, Tom White, Mike Tomlinson, Andrew Dunstan, Margaret Norris, Jackie  

             Bradley, Kate Cripps, Peter Buckman, Sue Cave, Rory Paget, John Paget, Rob Pollock,  

             Brenda Gibson, Barry Gibson, Steven Webster-Edge, Oliver Fetiveau, Louise Anthony, 

             Florence Anthony, Jason Biles,  Geoff Saul. 

            Apologies: 

           Percy Bradley, Ben Bradley, Tomas Bradley, Emma Bradley, Tif Loehnis, Dom Loehnis,  

           Stephen Bennett, Anne Abbots. 

           The Chair welcomed especially our newly-elected County Councillor Geoff Saul. 

21/02 Approval of, and matters arising from, the minutes of the meetings of 14th October, 

            2019 and 3rd December, 2020 

            The Chair reminded the Meeting that the December 2020 meeting had been necessary  

            for formal approval of the Parish Accounts and to secure a Precept for the current year. 

           The Meeting approved both sets of minutes. 

21/03 Chairman’s Report 

           The Chair invited the Meeting to express thanks to Hilary Hibbert-Biles, retiring County  

           Councillor, for her support for the Parish over the last decade, in particular for funding  



          Improvements to the Timberyard Room. 

         In speaking briefly of Will Carleton Paget’s death, the Chair recalled his warmth, affection  

         and enthusiasm.  Perhaps not all present were aware that Will was Vice Chair of the Parish  

         Meeting. 

         It was very heartening to see Mike Bennett about again and, indeed, present at the  

         Meeting.  Everyone’s good wishes were directed towards the Bennett seats. 

         Once again the Chair was reminded  that thanks to Hubert Hutt are due every year for  

         his stewardship of the Parish land on the Enstone Road. 

21/04 The condition of Little Tew roads, verges, water courses and drainage 

          Mike Tomlinson tabled a detailed report, which he summarized for the Meeting under 

          the headings Storm Water Drainage and Road Verges.  Drainage issues include blockages 

          in stream, culverts and gullies;  erosion of roadside verges has created deep channels in  

         places, adding to potholes and a degraded road surface.  The question of ownership of,  

         and responsibility for, verges was discussed.  Debate centred on verges adjacent to  

         Cherwell House:  there was some hostility (mainly on aesthetic grounds) to trees in tubs  

         opposite the Church and to wooden posts up March Hill (mainly on safety grounds). 

         The Chair said he had been unable to discover from the Council what action, if any, 

         it proposed to take.  He referred to Steve Rigby’s offer to provide benches on the verge  

         opposite the Church, but the Meeting did not feel that benches met their concern. 

         It was agreed that proper drainage, a good road surface and well-maintained verges 

         are a shared responsibility between Council, land owners and the community.  Rob 

         Pollock offered to join Mike to liaise with OCC. 

         Discussion of the state of roads led to a brief reconsideration of a speed limit within 

         The village.  Cllr Geoff Saul offered to look into possible measures. 



21/05 Presentation of the Little Tew Cup 

            Because no parish meeting was possible in May, 2020, no announcement was made.   

            One year late, therefore, the Chair announced with pleasure that the Cup had been 

            awarded to Claire Freeman for work within and beyond the church community of  

            Little Tew. 

21/06 Accounts: approval of annual return 

            The annual Parish Accounts were presented by Barry Gibson, who said that they would 

            be available for inspection until 14th July.  The Meeting approved the accounts and the  

            Chair thanked Barry for  once again carrying out the task. 

21/07 Election of Parish Meeting Officers 

            There were no new nominations for Chair, Clerk or finance Officer and the present  

            incumbents agreed to serve another year and were re-elected.  Rory Paget was invited 

            (no notice given) to serve as Vice Chair and agreed to consider so doing. 

21/08 Timberyard Room Report 

            Brenda Gibson reported that no use had been made of the room over the past year. 

            It was hoped that redecoration and repair could be done later in the year. 

21/09 Great Tew School Report 

            Viv Bennett referred to the latest OFSTED report which classified the School as Good 

            rather than Outstanding. She made clear that this was for technical reasons and had no 

            bearing on the excellent performance and standards which Great Tew continued to 

            demonstrate. 

            Viv is to stand down as Local Authority Governor at the end of the year.  The Meeting 

            extended warm thanks for her work and support for the School over the years. 

 



21/10 Poor’s Land Charity Report 

            Mike Tomlinson presented the Charity accounts and reported on rental income and 

            distribution.  He thought there was a case for increasing the number of trustees in the  

            near future.  When the Charity met in December, the Trustees decided not to award the  

            Little Tew Cup (because of Lockdown).  It is hoped to resume normal service from  

            December, 2021. 

21/11 Any other business 

            Not for the first time, the need for a defibrillator was raised, though debate was in- 

            conclusive.  Jackie Bradley reported that the first-aider she had hoped to contact was  

            not available, but there was support at the Meeting for some first aid instruction here. 

            It seems that plans for a gliding club at Swerford have been abandoned. 

21/12 Dates of future meetings 

            It was agreed that the next meeting be held on Monday, 4th October, at 7:30pm 
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